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that, before you leave that place, you may know it well enough to be able to speak tolerably when you get to Rome; where you will soon make yourself perfectly master of Italian, from the daily necessity you will be under of speaking it. In the mean time, I insist upon your not neglecting, much less forgetting, the German you already know; which you may not only continue, but improve, by speaking it constantly to your Saxon boy, and aa often as you can to the several Germans you will meet in your travels. You remember, no doubt, that you must never write to me from Turin but in the German language and character.
I send you the inclosed letter of recommendation to Mr. Smith, the King's Consul at Venice; who can, and I dare say will, be more useful to you there than anybody. Pray make your court and behave your best to Monsieur and Madame Capello, who will be of great use to you at Rome. Adieu! Yours, tenderly.
London, April 19, 0. 8.1749.
DEAB BOY,
THIS letter will, I believe, still find you at Venice, in all the dissipation of masquerades, ridottos, operas, &c.: with all my heart; they are decent evening amusements, and very properly succeed that serious application to which I am sure you devote your mornings. There are liberal and illiberal pleasures as well as liberal and illiberal arts. There are some pleasures that degrade a gentleman as much as some trades could do. Sottish drinking, indiscriminate gluttony, driving coaches, rustic sports, such as fox-chases, horse-